Quality control: can compounding pharmacy learn from the automotive industry?
The healthcare system is vast in scope, with constant concerns of how the system's major changes will affect the quality of future patient care. This article concerns only one small corner of the healthcare system--pharmaceutical compounding. Despite our best efforts, we are not going to single-handedly change all of the grim statistics, no matter how many years we are given or how much assistance Americans obtain from their international colleagues. Yet, the "good" news is that although in my opinion the overall quality of America's healthcare system has declined, perhaps the modest niche of compounding pharmacy can become a role model of what actually works and can offer immense opportunities to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of health care.